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330 RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN DISTRICT (RS) 

 
331 PURPOSE: 
 

The Residential Suburban zoning district is established to provide small (one acre or less) 
residential estates on municipal sewage treatment facilities and/or water systems, or larger 
lot development where sewer effluent and water systems can be provided.  The RS district 
is located on the boundaries of the County’s cities where municipal services are expected 
to be extended, and usually within a city’s area of impact. 

 
332 CHARACTERISTICS OF LAND IN THIS DISTRICT: 
 

The Residential Suburban designation is to be applied to existing smaller lot 
neighborhoods which are currently developed for residential use and are designated to 
remain so by the Comprehensive Plan, and for areas of undeveloped land which are 
deemed suitable and appropriate for development of residential uses according to criteria 
set forth in the comprehensive plan.  Factors to be considered in designating land for 
Residential Suburban districts should include, but not be limited to, availability of county 
services and roads, surrounding land uses, the suitability of the land for extension of 
municipal services. 

 
333 USES PERMITTED - WITH STAFF REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SITE PLAN (SECTION 

503) 
 

Uses permitted in the Residential Suburban district shall be as follows: 
 
 A.  Single–family dwellings. 
 
 B.  Duplexes. 
 

C.  Livestock on one acre or more of land. 
 
 D.  Public service facilities 
 

E.  Livestock pens or runs located a minimum distance of 50 feet from a neighboring 
house,  or the minimum setback for a residence if no house yet exists. 

 
F.  Accessory buildings, structures and uses which are customarily incidental to residential 

 uses. 
 
 G.  Home occupations as defined in this Ordinance. 
 
 H.  Churches. 
 

I.   State licensed day care for up to 6 client children at any one time in the day care 
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 operator's primary residence or a day care center. 
 

J.  Golf courses. 
 

K.  Private, noncommercial recreational facilities. 
 
334 USES CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED: 
 

The following land uses may be permitted conditionally in the Residential Suburban district 
subject to conditions established elsewhere in this Ordinance. 

 
A.  Public utility installations, not including business offices, repair or storage facilities. 

 
B.  State licensed day care for more than six client children at any one time to a maximum 

of 20 children in the day care operator's primary residence; licensed day care for over 20 
children may be conditionally permitted in a structure which was not initially constructed 
for residential purposes. 

 
 C.  Cemeteries. 
 
 D.  Institutional housing. 
 
 E.  Multi–family dwellings. 
 
335 PARKING STANDARDS: 
 

Parking spaces for residential uses within the Residential Suburban district shall be 
required in accord with the standards established by this section. 
 

335.1 Developers of residential structures shall provide parking spaces as required by the 
following table: 

PARKING SPACES REQUIRED PER UNIT 
DWELLING UNITS/STRUCTURE  (read across) 

Number of 
Bedrooms/Unit 

1 2 3-6* 7 or more 

1 2 2 1.6 1.5 
2 2 2 1.8 1.6 
3 2 2 2.0 1.8 
4 3 3 2.2 2.0 

5 or more 3 3 2.4 2.0 

 
*Applies to congregate parking for apartments in the Residential Suburban district.  Attached 
single–family units on individual lots shall provide parking in accord with standards for single–
family dwellings. 
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335.2 All congregate parking areas shall be separated from adjacent lands by a sight proof 
fence or hedge at least four feet in height.  No paving for congregate parking areas shall 
be placed any closer than five feet from an adjacent residentially–zoned property line. 

 
335.3 Landscaping for congregate parking lots in the Residential Suburban district shall contain 

at least one–and–one–half–inch caliper tree per fifty square feet for all required 
landscaping within the bounds of the parking lot. 

 
335.4 Any trash collection or storage facilities for multi–family residential uses shall be located 

at least ten feet from adjacent residential property and at least ten feet from any windows 
in the walls of the buildings they serve. 

 
335.5 Congregate parking lots shall be located behind the front setback line of the buildings 

they serve. 
 
335.6 Congregate parking lots shall have direct driveway access to a public or private road. 
 
335.7 Parking lots shall be maintained in a dust–free condition. 
 
335.8 Parking lot landscaping equal to ten percent of the total parking lot area shall be provided 

in residential parking lots.  Said landscaping shall be placed within the perimeter of the 
actual parking area. 

 
335.9 Parking spaces shall have an effective width of nine feet and an effective length of 

eighteen feet.  Maneuver space for parking spaces shall be provided on the site in 
question.  Parking spaces shall be arranged in such fashion that circulation is convenient 
and well integrated with off–site traffic flow. 

 
336 SUBDIVIDING IN THE RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN DISTRICT:  The following methods of 

subdividing are permitted in the RS zone: 
 

A. Open Space Designed Subdivision (Sec. 401 of Subdivision Ordinance) with density of 
one dwelling per acre. 

 
1.  OPEN SPACE designed subdivisions are required in the RS zone if 25% or more of 
the proposed development is 5000 feet elevation or more or if proposal includes lands 
designated important wildlife habitat. 

 
B. Conventional Subdivision: (Amendment #4 Ordinance # 2000-2) 
 

1.  Within a city’s area of impact, a minimum lot size of five acres is required where septic 
tank and drainfield sewage disposal systems are proposed.  Such lots may not be further 
subdivided, and the plat and deeds must so indicate.  Lots of less than five acres must 
employ municipal treatment of sewage or private sewage treatment systems which treat 
sewage such that the effluent is equal to or less contaminated than that of the City of 
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Pocatello sewage treatment facility. Such treatment facilities shall be built to the design 
standards of the city whose impact area it is within. 

 
2.  Outside a city’s area of impact, the usual lot size of one acre may be proposed for on-
site sewage disposal where soil type, distance to ground water and other factors are 
adequate to prevent ground or surface water contamination.  

 
C.  Planned Unit Development provided that municipal water and sewer is provided and 

limited to locations within Area of City Impact (ACI); density may be up to one dwelling 
per 1/3 acre; for residential uses or for mixed-use developments which include 
neighborhood commercial uses subordinate to residential uses in the same development. 
(Amendment #19 Ordinance #2008-4)  

 
1.  Developments for uses other than residential and neighborhood commercial shall not 

be permitted in the RS district. 
 

2.  The increased density allowed in a PUD shall be offset by provision of common open 
space equal to at least ten percent of the net developed area of the project.  The open 
space shall be usable ground. 

 
    3.  Minimum size for a planned unit development in the RS district shall be ten acres and 

the maximum size is 100 lots or dwelling units and 100 acres. (Amendment #19 
Ordinance #2008-4)  

 
D.  All subdivisions on a city boundary must be annexed into that city which has 

designated that land to be within its “Area of City Impact”. 
 

1.  In the event the City declines, in writing, to annex the development, the County shall 
hear the application in accordance with its Area of Impact Agreement with the City, or 
Idaho Code shall apply if none exists. 
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337 TABLE OF BUILDING BULK AND PLACEMENT STANDARDS: 
The following table sets forth building bulk and placement standards for the Residential 

Suburban district: 
 

RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN DISTRICT 
 

MINIMUM SETBACKS (FT) 

  

MINIMUM LOT 

AREA 

FROM LOCAL 
ROAD 

R-O-W 

FROM 

ARTERIAL OR 

COLLECTOR 

R-O-W 

 

REAR 
YARD 

 

SIDE 
YARD 

MAXIMUM 

STRUCTURE 

HT. 

PERMITTED 
USES: 

      

Single-Family 
Residence  

1 acre 30 50 20 10 
 

35 

Two-Family 
Residence 

¾ / D.U. 30 50 20 10 
 

35 
 

Multi-Family 
Residence 

½ / D.U. 30 50 30 20 35 

Residential 
Accessory 
Structures 
 (see section 
401.C.4) 

 

 

- 

 
 

30 

 
 

50 

 
 

20 

 
 

10 

 
 

35 

Farm Animal 
Structure 

 

 

 
30 

 
50 

 
30 

 
30 

 
15 

Non-residential 
Buildings 

- 30 50 20 20 
 

- 
 

(Amendment 63, Ordinance 2024-02) 
 
Setback for all structures shall be 100' from any stream or riparian area. 
 
Larger lot sizes may be required by the District Health Department. 
 
Minimum Lot Size: Five acres where well and or septic tank/drainfield system is used within a 
city’s area of impact.  
 
 


